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From the Dean

A year on from my tour of Normandy in support of the Friends,
I am glad to know that so many for whom that was their first
introduction are now renewing their annual membership.
Throughout the year, the Friends have continued to fulfil their
constitutional duty to support the Chapter in relation to the
building and its fittings, the library, the music, and ‘other aspects
of the worship and life of the Cathedral’.

“...the work on the
great West Window
makes good progress,
fully funded and
running to time.”

At the time of writing, we look forward to another splendid
Three Choirs Festival. The Festival week will also mark the
publication of the book of essays, edited by Michael Brierley
and Georgina Byrne, entitled Life After Tragedy, a symposium
inspired by the legacy of Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy. In the
same week, Cathedral Square will be opened (and blessed by
me!), thus opening up a new approach to the Cathedral from
the city centre.
In September we shall hear the result of our renewed application
to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the conversion of the
Undercroft to be our new education facility. If successful, there
will still be substantial match-funding to find before the project
can be completed. The project will give us the opportunity to
develop our work, not only with schools, but with the
community more generally.
In the meantime, the work on the great West Window makes
good progress, fully funded and running to time. The work on
the Edgar Tower also continues, with funding still to find to
complete the project. It is hard work to fund this kind of work,
but there is a satisfaction in knowing that it is being done to a
very high standard, and that future generations will thank us
for not shirking the challenge.
My colleagues of the Chapter and I remain grateful to the
Friends for your continued support and generosity throughout
the year.
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From the Chairman

Dear Friends,
I am nearing the end of my
first term as Chairman of the
Friends, having been first
elected in September 2014.
The time has gone very
quickly and in some ways I
feel as though I am just
settling in to what can at times
be a challenging role.
In last year’s Shield I wrote
about our drive to increase
membership through the
Dean’s Challenge. I am
pleased to report that we
gained about 160 new
members of the Friends
through this initiative, and so
far about two thirds are
renewing their membership
4

when it becomes due. We are
delighted that we now have
about 700 members.
In addition at last year’s AGM
we were able to hand the
Dean a cheque for £8,500 that
had been raised through the
Challenge. This has gone
towards the restoration of the
Edgar Tower.
After the large grants
awarded to the Cathedral
during the last two or three
years, our grant giving has
slowed down. This is
inevitable, as we were only
able to make these grants as
a result of large legacies
received by the Friends and,
although some money from
these legacies remains, we are
reliant for funds mainly on
members subscriptions and
interest on our investments.
Nevertheless, we have recently
awarded some grants to the
Cathedral for important
projects, and these include
£4,500 for funding a project
led by Canon Georgina for a
permanent exhibition to show
the life and mission of the
Cathedral today. This will
consist of a series of display
boards, and one of them will
be devoted to the work of the
Friends. In addition we have

granted almost £10,000
towards new lighting in the
Library and £2,000 for the
commissioning of a set of
evening service canticles that
were sung at Evensong
during the Three Choirs
Festival week. This service
was broadcast on Radio 3
and we are delighted to have
contributed to this part of
the Festival.
We have continued our
programme of successful
social events, with many sold
out almost before they were
advertised. There are too
many to mention in detail
here but, for example, so
great was the demand for the
Christmas lunch that we had
two, one at the Old Palace
and one in the Guesten.

“We have continued
our programme of
successful social
events, with many
sold out almost
before they were
advertised.”

In addition we had a social
supper evening at the end of
March which raised over
£1,000.
Returning to the subject of
the Three Choirs Festival, the
Friends hosted a reception at
which our guest speaker was
Zeb Soanes, a member of
Opus Anglicanum
(performing at the Festival)
and a Radio4 news-reader
and announcer. I would like
to thank all the members of
our Social sub-committee for
their hard work, and also the
Cathedral catering staff and
vergers who contribute so
much to these events.

I am mindful, however,
that the Friends, like many
other organisations need to
develop and look to the
future. You will remember
that I wrote last year of
proposals to amend that part
of the Constitution relating to
the role of Council. These
proposals were circulated to
the membership in our April
mailing and were discussed by
the Executive at their April
and July meetings. It is hoped
that an amendment to the
Constitution regarding
Council will be discussed and
approved at our AGM on
October 7th.

Meanwhile, we hope to
continue to work closely with
Chapter while, of course,
retaining our autonomy.
I would like to conclude
by thanking our Hon.
Treasurer Stephen Tilton and
our Hon. Secretary Elayne
Guest who have given me
tremendous support
throughout the year, and
also Clare Stokes, our
administrator, whose bright
and cheerful presence
continues to grace our office.
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John Clyve
Worcester’s Great Master Mason
Nigel Goodman
John Clyve (fl 1362-1392)
should be well known for his
outstanding work on the
Cathedral in the late 14th
century, a period of intense
building activity. Much of what
we see today is due to his
creative genius. Indisputably he
built the great tower at the
crossing, described by John
Harvey as ‘the finest individual
tower design of the whole
Gothic period’. He was also
architect of the ‘sublime’ nave
vault, the elegant tower vault,
the West window and most of
the nave arcading with its
harmonious and majestic
rhythm. He ingeniously cased

the Chapter House with a light
ten sided wall, he worked on
the Cloisters along the east
and north sides, and showed
impressive taste and style with
the vault of the south nave aisle.
The impressive North Porch
was his too. There are however
a great many other features
for which he was probably
responsible in the transepts,
the Chancel, and the domestic
buildings of the Priory.

The great Gothic tower and
encased Chapter House

So who was Master Mason John
Clyve? He first comes to notice
working as a master mason
under William of Wykeham in
the early1360s on the biggest
and most expensive secular
building project of the entire
Middle Ages in England
(£51,000). This was the new
palace for Edward III in the
Upper Ward of Windsor Castle.
Here Clyve was working
alongside some of the greatest
medieval master masons
including William Wynford
who created the stunning nave
of Winchester Cathedral,
William Wintringham who
worked on John of Gaunt’s
marvellous palace at Kenilworth
Castle, and John Lewyn whose
castle building in the North of
England was outstanding. They
were all proponents of Edward
III’s new Perpendicular style ‘a
style that was ‘pure English’.
The Worcester Cathedral tower
erected by Clyve was the first
Perpendicular tower, far ahead
of its time. The tower, together
with the high pitch roof and
gable ends, and the great west
window standing proud on its
bluff above the river, has
provided an iconic and magical
image. This view is known to
millions across the globe. It is
perhaps not too fanciful to see
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if it was the work of Clyve, he
would have had plenty of gate
house models at Windsor on
which to draw for design ideas.

The North Porch

the influence of this tower at
Gloucester Cathedral, Malvern
Priory, on the countless
Perpendicular parish church
towers across the country, and
even on the Victoria Tower at
the Palace of Westminster
constructed nearly five
hundred years later.
The glory and the beauty of
the nave vault and his lovely
arcades are awe inspiring.
With extraordinary conviction
and deftness he manages to
unify disparate elements into a
unified and harmonious
scheme. The vault with its
bold and wonderfully
articulated ribs was paid for by
Bishop Henry Wakefield 137595. A slab on the floor near
the West window has an
inscription which reads ‘Here
lies under this sublime vaulted
roof which he caused to be
built, Henry Wakefield, Bishop
of Worcester March 15 1395’.
He paid for it in 1377 even
before he took up residence in
the diocese (which at the time
stretched to Bristol and
beyond). In that year he was

Treasurer of all England and
was both powerful and wealthy.
He had been Treasurer of the
Royal Household and a
considerable pluralist with
many clerical posts and
benefices from which he drew
a very substantial income.
He had ample means to support
building projects at the
Cathedral and at Hartlebury.
John Clyve was fortunate to
have such a well-heeled backer
and also to work under a
dynamic Prior Legh 1370-88,
who had acted as Bishop during
the interregnum 1373-5. It was
on Legh’s watch that much of
the building and renovation of
the Cathedral and Priory
domestic buildings took place.
At this time Clyve executed in a
‘tour de force’, the casing of the
Norman Chapter House core
with a much lighter ten-sided
skin pierced with handsome
windows. It was probably also
that at this time that he began
work on the Cloisters, the
North Porch and the transepts.
The Edgar Gate was probably
dating from the late 1360s and,

The West window was inserted
by Clyve and would have been
glazed beautifully with the
lovely contemporary stained
glass but the fenestration and
glass has since been twice
changed in 1789 and 1865.
The original was designed with
a sure finesse and delicacy,
narrow mullions emphasising
lightness and verticality.
The East window may also
have been by Clyve, being
stylistically similar. The
window was partially altered
in 1795 and then completely
changed in the late 1860s.
Prints from the 17th to early
19th century show that the
transepts, Choir and Retrochoir had many large
Perpendicular windows which
must have been inserted during
the Clyve period, or soon after.
They were swept away
(controversially) in the 1860s
and replaced by windows in the
Early English style. Whether
the previous windows were
executed by Clyve or planned
by him is uncertain. For sure
the whole character of the
Cathedral east of the crossing
was changed forever by the
Victorian alterations.
The Guesten Hall was the
Prior’s dining room used for
entertaining guests. This is
usually dated 1320-40. The
elegance of the stylish windows,
however, seems more like those
Clyve would have seen in the
new St. George’s Hall at
Windsor and they date from
the 1350s at the earliest.
7

It could just be that Prior Legh
improved and enhanced the
Guesten when he was acting
Bishop and called on Clyve to
effect the changes. Most
certainly Clyve would have
been involved in the rebuilding
of the Priory’s domestic
buildings at this time including
the Water Gate.
I would like to think that
Bishop Wulfstan, who wept as
he saw the old Anglo-Saxon
St Oswald church being
demolished (around 1080),
would have approved the way
Clyve brought a new glorious
beauty and holiness to a church
that still cherished those AngloSaxon forms and traditions, the
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lavish ritual, the processing and
antiphonal singing and the
Regalis Concordia liturgy.
Clyve was a brilliant architect
with a powerful aesthetic taste
and a great ability to improvise,
unify and create harmony. He
designed the Tower to be seen
from a distance, commanding,
and with perfect proportions
and scale. Even if he had only
built the Tower he should be
celebrated, yet he worked at
Worcester for the best part of
thirty years and created so
much that was outstanding.
He may not quite have equalled
the transcendent talent of his
contemporary, Henry Yevele,
whose sublime work on the

naves and vaults at Westminster
Abbey and Canterbury
Cathedral, may put Yevele in a
league of his own. Yet the
excellent John Clyve, with his
Cathedral tower, is almost as
talented: he is our Worcester
hero, and it is time we
established ownership of our
very particular star.

Editor’s note:
Many thanks to Nigel Goodman
for this interesting article which is
a precis of a more comprehensive
piece of research. The full version
is available from the Friends’
office – please send an A5 sae.

The Dragons in
Worcester Cathedral
John Hodges
While guiding and visiting the Cathedral I noticed the number of dragons in the Cathedral,
I became fascinated as to why they appear so often.
They can be seen in the Cloisters, the Nave and Choir, the magnificent Victorian ‘Farmer & Brindley’
Choir stalls have several finely carved examples of dragons, some standing or seated proudly,
others fighting lions and other creatures.

One of the Misericords in the Quire showing a Lion and Dragon Fighting –
depicting the battle between good and evil. The left supporter is a lion
while the right supporter is a dragon biting its tail

Some of the carvings are hidden away in different corners or on the ceiling. The fine George and the
Dragon boss high above the Nave has to be looked for very carefully and there is the fine Webb window
in St George’s chapel with the splendid image of St Michael overcoming a very fierce looking dragon.
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The word dragon entered the English Language in the early
13th century originating from the Old French dragon coming
from the Greek word drakon (sea serpent, giant seafish).

The stunning Web window depicting
St Michael overcoming the dragon –
signifies the victory of good over evil

Dragons are often held to have major spiritual significance in various religions and cultures around the
world. In many Asian cultures, dragons were, and in some cultures still are, revered as representatives of
the primal forces of nature, religion and the universe. They are associated with wisdom – often they are
said to be wiser than humans – and longevity. They are commonly said to possess some form of magic,
or other supernatural power, and often associated with wells, rain and rivers. In some cultures, they are
said to be capable of human speech. In some traditions dragons are said to have taught humans to talk.

A very benign dragon enfolding in its wings over an ugly gnome figure & the
dragons on the Skidmore’s Chancel Screen designed by Sir Gilbert Scott
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In the Bible, the archetype is alluded to in the
descendants of Adam crushing the head of the Serpent,
and in Christian mythology, this was interpreted as
corresponding to Christ as the Last Adam crushing
the Devil.
The blood of a slain dragon is depicted as being either
beneficial or as poisonous in medieval fiction.

One of the finely carved dragons
on the Quire Stalls in the Cathedral

European dragons exist in folklore and mythology
among the overlapping cultures of Europe. Dragons
are generally depicted as living in rivers or having
an underground lair or cave. They are commonly
described as having hard and armoured hide, and are
rarely described as flying, despite often being depicted
with wings.

European dragons are usually depicted as malevolent under Christianity; pre-Christian dragons such
as ‘Y Ddraig Goch’, the Red Dragon of Wales are seen as benevolent. As also seen on the Chantry of
Prince Arthur the shield of the Prince with the red Dragon of Cadwallader, alongside the white
greyhound with a red collar; this was the shield of Henry VII and his grand-daughter Elizabeth.
Here also inside the Chantry can be seen the damaged statue of St George and the Dragon.

The Dragons on Prince Arthur’s Chantry

The banners of the Late Roman Empire frequently figured Dragons due to the fact that Marcus
Aurelius took over 8,000 Sarmatian soldiers into the Roman army, for whom the Dragon was
part of their military insignia.
In Jewish religious texts, the first mention of a dragon-like creature is in the Book of Job (26.13),
and Isaiah (27:1) where it is called Nachash Bare’ach, or a Pole Serpent.
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A Personal appreciation
of Worcester Cathedral
Graham E. Cooper
I was born in Worcester near
the Glover’s needle, so
Worcester Cathedral is very
important to me. I can recall
my first visit at the age of about
14 and being awed by its
magnificent architecture and
King John’s tomb. My father
had been a fire-fighter in
Worcester during the war and
on several occasions he was firewatching in the roof and tower.
I have long lived in Royal
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire,
and although this is not a
million miles from Worcester,
I rarely visit now. I am in the
Diocese of Coventry and
although it has a magnificent
new cathedral, I still look to
Worcester because of its
traditional architecture and the
fact that I was born so near its
precincts. By tradition St.
Wulstan came from
Warwickshire not far from my
present address, so I regard this
as another important
connection.
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Worcester Cathedral stands on
its high ground above the River
Severn, commanding all its
surroundings and speaking its
presence with its bells. I was
impressed by seeing the bells
rung up and especially the tenor
which had to be started with
two ringers.
Each time I visit I am impressed
by the North Porch and its
imposing statues and then the
entrance into the interior,
naturally darker than the sun-lit
Close and then the views along
the nave to both the High Altar
and the West Window. I have
found that an effective way to
study aspects of the building’s
architecture is to attend a concert
where one’s attention has to be
fixed on a specific limited area
while listening to the music and
then it is surprising how many
previously unnoticed features
can be studied in depth.
Like other cities, Worcester was
scarred by unsympathetic

buildings in the 1950’s and
1960’s but it is reassuring that
the Cathedral still presides
over all. Whether looking up
at its magnificent edifice from
the banks of the Severn, or
looking down from the height
of Rainbow Hill and Tunnel
Hill it makes its own confident
statement. From afar it is the
tower which predominates
with its impressive proportions
and architecture; it was from
here that King Charles II
watched the progress of part of
the Battle of Worcester in 1651
and it is from here that one
may view the City, look across
the river to the Malvern Hills,
or towards Pitchcroft past the
Glover’s Needle and All
Hallows’ Church (or All Saints
as it is now known) where I
was Christened.
If I lived in Worcester I would
want to take an active part in
the Friends of Worcester
Cathedral and I am aware
hat we are so fortunate that
many dedicated local people
contribute so much to the
organisation for the benefit
of the Cathedral, thereby
helping to spread this Christian
message to all who are willing
to receive it.

Dr Peter Nardone,
Director of Music,
Worcester Cathedral
Guest Speaker at our
Annual General Meeting 2016
Born in Scotland and brought
up within a Presbyterian family
Peter emphasised how
important education was to his
parents and how he achieved a
grant to attend University.
He funded his keep by working
in shops and by playing the
organ; his parents did not have
to support him whereas today
young adults need much more
financial support from their
parents.
The purpose of this reference
was to explain why people are
often not in the position to be
financially contributing to
organisations such as The
Friends until much later on
in life often not until after
retirement. Peter thanked
The Friends for their very
generous support of the music
which enables him to be much
more creative in his job.
When he was 21 he moved to
London to study at The Royal
Academy of Music. Although
trained as an organist he also
trained as a Counter Tenor and
sang at Westminster Abbey and

St Pauls. He travelled the world
with the Monteverdi Choir,
singing in over 25 countries.
He mentioned the 80’s in
London, the money available
for music, and the wonderful
famous people he met, but also
how AIDs was devastating the
Arts World at this time.
The next stage in his career
came when he was asked to
help by playing the organ at
Croydon Parish Church.
He was assisted by the
Conductor Martin Howe who
had just retired and had been
running RSCM courses. During
the seven years they worked
together he inspired Peter to
work within Church music full
time and he obtained a post as
Director of Music at
Chelmsford Cathedral. From
there he came to Worcester
which he feels, because of the
setting, the history, and
The Three Choirs is the hub
of English Sacred Music.
He greatly admires Thomas
Tomkins and in Worcester
there is also the connection
with Elgar and of course

“The Archers”. Worcestershire
is the heart of Romantic
English Dreams, the Malverns,
Tewkesbury, Leominster, and
so many wonderful places.
He feels we must keep the good
English spirit going, we must
honour tradition in this
incredibly beautiful Cathedral.
Peter went on to talk about
bringing young musicians on
and helping contemporary
composers. An anthem has
been commissioned to
celebrate King John’s legal
history which will be played at
the Commemoration Service
in November. It is hoped to
continue these commissions
but they do have to be funded.
A question was asked about
how the framework of The
Three Choirs Festival Works.
Planning starts five years ahead
as, in order to book soloists,
musicians, and to commission
works it is essential to have the
correct infrastructure.
Peter mentioned that the
West Window is to be repaired
which will take two years.
Also to enable more seats for
concerts, to answer emergency
exit issues, and to use the main
organ, the layout for the
festival will be turned around
and staging erected in front of
the quire steps. Hopefully the
sound will be redirected by
acoustic panels otherwise it
may ascend into the tower
instead of being projected
out to the audience.
The Chairman thanked Peter
for a most interesting and
entertaining talk.
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Report From The Director of Music
Peter Nardone,
Organist and Director of Music

Three Choirs Festival Music Directors
and their assistants

The worship of God through
music at Worcester Cathedral is
clearly seen as a priority when
it comes to the giving by the
Friends of the Cathedral. In the
recent past we have received
generous financial support for
our concerts, continued
commitment to an annual grant
for the music department, and
specific requests when required.
2017 is a Three Choirs
Festival home year and the
Friends have dug deep to
finance a commissioned set of
evening canticles from the
young composer Thomas
Hewitt-Jones. ‘The Worcester
Service’ not only benefits from
being broadcast at its first
performance but also will be
published and distributed
internationally. This helps to
spread the news of the
14

Cathedral’s music, the Festival
and the Friends in turn.
Speaking more broadly the
previous year has seen a highly
successful tour to the north of
France with girl choristers and
gentlemen of the Choir, and a
trip to Sweden for the boy
choristers. Alto Lay-Clerk,
Richard Pugh, retired at
Christmas and many of us
enjoyed a meal at the County
Cricket Club with Richard and
his wife Shelagh, where we were
able to join with former
members of the department to
thank him for quarter of a
century of singing.
Richard Cook, Organ
Scholar, successfully applied for
the position of Sub-Assistant
Organist and was promoted at
Easter, having filled in during
the Lent term as conductor of

the Voluntary Choir. The organ
scholarship (another venture
supported by the Friends) will
be filled by Ashley Wagner in
September 2017. Ashley
currently studies at
Birmingham Conservatoire and
hopes to combine the course
there with his scholarship here
at Worcester.
Another area of growth in
the department is that of
outreach to local schools, in
collaboration with the
Cathedral’s education
department. This valuable
work has also had the spin-off
of proving to be a good
recruitment tool for our choirs.
Christopher Allsop, Richard
Cook, John Wilderspin and
myself have all been involved in
bringing singing workshops
into schools in the county.

Evensong
Canon Emeritus Keith Judson
Reverend Canon Keith is a
Chaplain at The Primrose
Hospice and he writes that last
year the Hospice released a
fund raising CD entitled Find
Your Song which is in the folk/
acoustic genre.
The album contains nine songs
composed by Canon Keith,
three covers and two traditional
folk tunes. Although not
specifically religious a number
of the songs touch on spiritual
themes and hospice care.
One of the songs has a direct
link with Worcester Cathedral.

Nailmaker Alfred Turner,
Keith’s maternal great-great
grandfather, was 78 when he
died in Bromsgrove Workhouse
in 1912. The building is still
there on the Birmingham Road
but thankfully much else has
changed. Exactly 100 years
later Keith was made an
Honorary Ecumenical Canon
of Worcester Cathedral (now
Canon Emeritus). During
Evensong, as he was being
escorted through the Quire
towards Bishop John,
he suddenly found himself

wondering what Alfred would
have made of it all and
whether his prayers were in
any way connected. The song
which came from this thought
is called Evensong.
The CD was recorded and
produced by Canon Keith’s
eldest son who is Head of
Music at a High School in
Oxfordshire. It is sung by ten
talented musicians and
recorded professionally.
The CD costs
£10 (plus
£1.50 postage
& packaging)
and can be
ordered via the Primrose
Hospice website at
www.primrosehospice.org
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Friendship
and
Generosity
Elayne Guest, Honorary Secretary
The primary aim of The
Friends is to support the many
and varied projects within our
wonderful Cathedral. To be
true FRIENDS to the faith,
building and community within
and around it. The basis of
Friendship is trust and
teamwork but also fellowship,
and sharing each others
company. In 2016-17 we have
sought to bring together all
these elements and welcomed
many new Friends to social
events ,which has had the
added bonus of raising much
needed funds for the projects
we support.
Our memories of the past year
have to begin with the magical
evening spent at Madresfield
Court in July. 100 Friends
gathered on a glorious summer
evening , some touring the

Friends listen to the Dean at
Madresfield Court last July

16

house crammed with priceless
treasures, some listening to the
Malvern Brass Band whilst
sipping Pimms. After supper
the Dean, newly returned from
his epic cycle ride in Normandy,
regaled us with tales of his
adventures and told us of the
wonderful places he had visited.
We were delighted to have our
President, Lady Rosalind
Morrison with us and thank her
for welcoming us to her estate.
In September we spent an
interesting day exploring
Berkeley Castle, the Jenner
Museum and St Mary’s Church.
Once again the sun shone on
our day out and we were
fortunate to have excellent
guides and good refreshments.
This year we will be visiting the
National Memorial Arboretum
and Lichfield Cathedral so
please do come along and join
us for the
excursion.
We have had two
excellent Friends
Lunches this year.
One with our new
Treasurer, Stephen
Tilton talking about
his career in music
and finance and
one with Jane
Rogers the
Cathedral’s Director

Friends visit St Mary’s Church,
Berkeley Castle

of Development talking about
her role and fund raising ideas.
Moving the lunches to the
Chapter House to
accommodate everyone does
pose problems with acoustics
which we know we will have to
address.
Christmas Lunch at the Old
Palace for 80 Friends took on a
“Bells Theme” with Mark Regan
the Ringing Master talking
about developments and
acquisitions in his department
and a group of Handbell ringers
playing Christmas music. Our
second lunch at the Guesten for
40 Friends was also great fun
and thanks go to Ivor Pond who
once again played for us at both
lunches.
The Annual General Meeting
was well attended and our guest
speaker was Dr Peter Nardone,
Director of Music at the
Cathedral. The Dean hosted tea
in the Deanery and the
afternoon ended with a special
Friends Festival Evensong.
A beautiful summer evening in

August saw many Friends
gathering in the Cathedral to
listen to Richard Barnes
talking about the East and
West stained glass windows.
This was followed by a buffet
in the Cloister and an
opportunity to visit the
Cathedral’s spectacular
Costume Exhibition in the
Chapter House.
The final event to mention
was the Fellowship evening at
Powick Parish Hall in March.
The Proms theme invited a
splash of red, white and blue
and Terry Plant devised a
clever Proms based quiz to
keep people occupied during
dinner! The mighty VU
Sound nearly deafened us as
they performed a variety of
songs ,some of which could
be called Proms related!
It is time to say a very big
thank you to the Social
Committee who give so much
time and so many catering
skills to our events. So
THANK YOU Sue Carpenter,
Diana Gant, Margaret
Renney, Sue Thomas and Liz
Wright. What would we do
without you.

The grounds of Berkeley Castle

Church Crawl 2017
On a lovely day at the
beginning of June Tim
Bridges took a group of
34 Friends to visit some
fascinating churches in
North Worcestershire.
At each church Tim
talked about its history
and features, ably assisted
by the Church Wardens
who were on hand to
add interesting
Dodderhill church is dedicated to St
information, and to
Augustine – but which one? This reredos
point out their projects
shows both the theologian of Hippo and
the first archbishop of Canterbury.
and developments.
The Victorian
Prime Minister, Stanley
the nearby Georgian Church
Baldwin, is buried in our
is the location of the Baldwin
Cathedral
family graves.
and as 2017
All Saints, Wilden is a
is the 150th
Victorian Church built for
anniversary
Alfred Baldwin, Stanley’s
of his birth
father, a rich industrialist,
and the
who was also an MP. The
70th of his
stained glass windows are a
death, we
very fine example of glass by
thought it
Morris, and Edward Burnewould be
Jones, Stanley’s uncle.
appropriate
Other churches visited
to include
included St Mary’s, Stone, St
churches
Michael’s, Stoke Prior and St
associated
Augustine’s Dodderhill, the
with his
final two being connected
family.
with John Corbett, Salt King,
St Michael’s
whose 200th anniversary was
Stourport
celebrated at his home,
on Severn is
Chateau Impney at the end
a wonderful
of June.
installation
The day was thoroughly
When the parish
of a 20th
enjoyed by everyone, the sun
school at Stone
century
was closed, the
shone and many thanks were
church
pupils themselves
extended to Tim Bridges and
within the
chose the
David Thorpe for their
remains
of
elements of
leadership and the research
its Victorian
school life to
which made the day so
predecessor.
be celebrated
The site of
interesting.
in this window
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A warming welcome
At Worcester Cathedral we are so proud of the Welcome we give to
our visitors. Wednesday Welcoming – from two of our “Friends”
Elisabeth and Keith Wellings
Keith and I have been
Wednesday Welcomers since
March 2016. We have always
loved the Cathedral for its
architecture, music, and liturgy
and were delighted when we
were accepted into our new
role.
Welcomers are the first
people visitors meet and a
friendly face and offers to help
them around the Cathedral
are much appreciated.
We have met so many
interesting people; former
pupils from King’s School,
former choristers and a
prospective one, looking for the
Choir School for his audition.
There have been visitors from
every part of the world, those of
different faiths and none,
families from the locality
bringing their own visitors,
those in Worcester for a day on
a coach trip, those cruising the
River Severn on the barge
‘Elgar’ and visitors who come to
share in the lunchtime
Eucharist or who come to pray
or light a candle or to seek help
with problems in their lives by
talking with the Day Chaplain.
Every Wednesday is
different and surprising. One
week, there were over 300
children from local primary
schools, exploring every area of
the Cathedral with adults from
the Welcome team, who ate
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“The Costume Exhibition in August 2016
brought in many new visitors too and now
the Cathedral is amongst the best visited
sites in the country.”
lunch in the Nave pews as it was
raining! Another day , we found
school children re-enacting the
life and death of King John
using the Nave as a stage!
On another occasion we
listened to an organist
practising and another time a
choir was being rehearsed for a
concert. Occasionally we have
been involved in welcoming
people for Memorial Services or
Graduation ceremonies. The
Christmas Tree Festival brings
in many families who want to
see their child’s tree and in turn
they also want to visit the rest
of the building as well as use the
Cloister Café. The Costume
Exhibition in August 2016
brought in many new visitors
too and now the Cathedral is
amongst the best visited sites in
the country.
We are expected to know
answers to many questions and
fortunately there is usually
someone who can help us. We
are often asked about Baldwin,
Elgar, King John or Prince
Arthur but when a man asked
Keith recently ‘Are you

Norman?” He replied ‘I’m
not that old!! In fact Norman
was a man being looked for
but the name wasn’t Norman
at all.
Statements from visitors
are interesting too. ‘Oh it’s
really old ‘said one lady
whilst another asked ‘Do you
still have King John here?’
whilst another asked ‘Which
King John would that be?’
We have been made very
welcome by our ‘before and
after’ Welcomers and
Guides who are so
knowledgeable. It is a
privilege to share in a very
small part of the ministry of
this beautiful and ancient
building. When a gentleman
with a large camera recently
approached Keith asking
excitedly ‘Where are the
Green Men?, Keith realised
that he is in a very steep
learning curve!
Welcomers are always
needed so if anyone reading
this can spare a few hours
each week you will be made
very welcome.

Council member Russell Jones representing
The Ministry of Welcome
On sitting down to write this
article, I thought I would look
up a definition of the word
“Ministry”. I think the one I
found that fits very well with
the job of Welcoming at the
Cathedral is in the Merrian/
Webster dictionary quoting
“A person or collection of people
through which something is
accomplished”.
This is the very essence of
Welcoming in the Cathedral.
People are there to make the
visitors feel welcome, to explain
the facilities that are available,
the important areas to visit, the
exhibitions that may be on and
which additional parts may be
open on particular days. It is
important to inform the visitor it
is still a fully working Cathedral
with at least 28 services a week
and point out any quiet areas
that may be available for prayer.
The type of information given
can vary with each visitor-for
instance the young families can
have the junior trail pointed out
to them and various areas of
particular interest to the
children can be indicated. It can
be suggested to the more active
visitors that they may wish to
climb the tower and the elderly,
when they enter the building
very often want to sit and rest
for a while, so can be directed
to the nave to take in the whole
building and have the position
of the tea shop and rest room
shown them on the map.
Other items mentioned can be
the site of the shop where they

can buy guide books, those
carrying cameras may be
informed that photo permits are
available should they wish to take
photos.
People with sticks, walking
frames, wheel chairs and child
buggies can be directed to the
correct doors where there are
ramps and those unable to walk
up the choir steps can be assisted
by the welcomers or directed
round the outside of the
cathedral to the ramp to the
friends door at the upper level of
the choir-so avoiding the steps.
All these features can be shown
to the visitors on the map handed
out to each group as they arrive
and dependent on the visitor,
areas of special interest to them
can be indicated. It is important
however to try not to spend too
much time with one visitor,

Welcomers ready to meet
the Cathedral’s many visitors

especially if you are on your
own, as while you are talking to
them, 20 other people may
come in and not be given a
proper welcome. I find giving
each visitor selected
information, not only makes
them feel welcome, but also
enables them to go off
confidently around the building
knowing where they are going.
Another very important job of
a welcomer, is to say goodbye to
the visitor and say you hope
they have enjoyed their visit
and that they will come again.
They tend to be very
appreciative of this and tell you
what they have enjoyed—this is
very useful information to pass
on and helps the Cathedral to
plan for the future. In addition
it enables the welcomer to
forward thanks to people like
the flower guild and the vergers
for the wonderful flower
arrangements and the tidiness
of the Cathedral that we, as
welcomers, are always
receiving. In addition, any
criticisms can also be directed
towards the right people and
corrected.
I think a welcomer, finishing
their shift and having used all
the above skills while on duty,
whether it be welcoming,
explaining, directing ,
informing or finally saying
goodbye to those leaving, can
feel that they have, in the
terms of the definition, really
ACCOMPLISHED their
Ministry of Welcoming.
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Group Reports
Cathedral Bellringers
Susan Young
The youth
section of the
Bellringers will
be competing
again in the
annual contest
for young
bellringers
which is taking place in Birmingham on 1 July
2017. A record 24 teams have entered and heats
will take place at Yardley, Shirley and Harbourne,
with the final at St Paul’s in the Jewelry Quarter.
The event is organised by the Ringing World
newspaper and we are the only tower to enter a
team in this national event. The other 23 teams
represent bigger areas or Diocese.
The Friends kindly sponsored the Cathedral team
in 2016 and are doing so again in 2017 and this
sponsorship was acknowledged on the polo shirts
as can be seen below. This sponsorship contributes
to the costs of the ringers’ polo shirts and travel to
the event.
Our young ringers meet every Saturday at Old St
Martin in the Cornmarket and at the Cathedral to

The Worcester Cathedral Young Ringers at
St James Garlickhythe in 2016
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practice, and we will be starting to recruit new
ringers in the autumn working with local schools.
Bellringers Joyce and Steve Barton gave the Guild
of Bellringers a beautiful folio leather - bound
book in which to record the peals rung on our
bells. Peals are special set pieces of bellringing
which comprise over 5000 changes and last about
four hours.
We commissioned Clare Griffiths, a bellringer and
calligrapher who is also Secretary of the Exeter
Cathedral ringers, to do the work. Clare spent a
day with David Morrison in the Cathedral library
and, duly inspired, she has started work on the
book. The book is on display in the Teaching
Centre and we hope to have it on display in the
library and the Cathedral in due course.
The Friends are always welcome to come and see
us ring, and to visit the tower roof at the same time
for some spectacular views.
The Friends’ Hon Secretary adds: The Bellringers
always generously give 4 tickets to The Friends for
the Tower view of the Fireworks on Bank Holiday
Monday at the end of the Worcester Festival. There
are 235 steps involved but if anyone would like to
go we draw names out of a hat and you are very
welcome to enter the draw. Please contact the office.

An example of a page of the
Peal Record Book

Embroidery Guild
Rosemary Hall
The Guild have completed the work on the two carver chairs
from the dining set in Bishop John’s home. They have been reupholstered in the same design as the other eight ‘side’ chairs
and are in place in Number 10. Currently the Guild is
embroidering seat pads to match those on the oak chairs in the
St John Chapel, using wool donated by the Creative Hands shop
in Sidbury. This generous gift has been shared with the City of Worcester Decorative and Fine Arts
Society who are working crewel embroidery onto loose covers for furniture in the State Apartments
of Hartlebury Castle.
Visitors are welcome to join the group in the St John Chapel on Thursday mornings in term time
between 10.30am and 12pm.

Flower Guild
Helen Cook

We have around 40 members who
give their time to design and water
flower arrangements in our
beautiful Cathedral every week
except Lent and Advent.
These ladies are very skilled and
give generously of their foliage and
expertise, averaging four times a
year and they can also be asked
to help at special events such as
weddings, memorials, parties etc.
and this year the Three Choirs
Festival. We raise our own funds
and have a stall at the Victorian
Fayre and a lunch in a members
garden, which is a time when we
can all meet socially.
We are always glad to welcome
new members so please get in
touch with me at
helenjcook@hotmail.co.uk.

Voluntary choir
John Wilderspin, Organist to the Voluntary Choir
During the course of the year the Voluntary Choir has made a
particular point of outreach, mainly to attract new choristers
onto the treble line. This has been very successful and the choir
has now initiated links with schools in the immediate area.
Likewise the choir has also recruited a healthy number of
teenagers into the tenor and bass sections and we are greatly
indebted to them for their commitment and indeed their
expertise.
At Christmas 2016 the choir bade farewell to Justin Miller who
took up a post in Northampton. We thank him for all the time
he gave and especially memorable being the trip to Magdeburg
in May 2017.
During the Lent term 2017 the choir came under the direction
of the Cathedral’s Organ Scholar, Richard Cook, and we were
delighted when he was appointed Sub - Assistant Organist and
therefore became our permanent Director of Music. Richard has
made a strong impact on the choir and is seeking to build on the
talents of each member.
At the time of this report the boys are about to embark on a
trip to Hamm in Germany where they will take part in a
performance of Carmina Burana . They will also be singing,
with the younger gentlemen , at the Little Malvern Priory when
the Priory “Friends” celebrate their Festal Evensong.
Richard plans to involve the choir with further visits to other
churches to sing for their services and they will be singing at the
Sunday Eucharist alongside the other Cathedral choirs during
the Three Choirs Festival.
21

Stephen Tilton

The Friends’ new Treasurer

I was the guest speaker at the
Friends’ lunch last October and
had been asked to speak about
myself and my career. Many of
you will already have known me
as the Organist’s ‘wife’, but it
was a useful occasion at which
to explain my own experiences
and life-journey to date as that’s
probably not so well known.
My career (although I never call
it that, and it doesn’t seem like
one!) has been split into two
parallel streams: the first in
music; the other in financial
services regulation.
I qualified as a chartered
accountant with Price
Waterhouse, having graduated
with a degree in Classics from
King’s College, Cambridge.
The original Financial Services
Act had just been passed while
I was qualifying and as many of
my audit clients were financial
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services firms, mostly
investment management, it
seemed a natural step to pursue
regulation, combining financial
literacy with a legal focus
curiously similar to the rigours
of a classical education. I then
spent a number of years firstly
in the head office compliance
team of an insurance
composite, then at the
regulatory consulting practice
of one of the big-six (as they
were then) accounting firms,
at the regulator itself, and then
joined Apax Partners, one of
the few truly global private
equity firms. I stayed at Apax
for over 11 years, becoming
their Director of Legal &
Compliance. Since Apax had
offices and investment
structures in many parts of the
globe, I was generally found to
be at 35,000 ft. We moved to
Worcester soon after I left
Apax, by which time I had
started my own regulatory
consulting business, mostly
working with former Apax
partners. I still maintain a
connection with regulation but
am now focussing on business
opportunities more locally and

am now, amongst other things,
a non-executive director of the
Worcestershire Health and
Care NHS Trust, chairing their
Audit and Charitable Funds
Committees.
My early musical experience
had something of a false start
as a chorister with Richard
Hickox at High Wycombe
Parish Church, and lasted only
two years before family matters
intervened. (I remember
Richard fondly, both from this
time while I was a chorister,
and later on at the St Endellion
Festival, and discussing
programmes for the choir at
the Tower of London for City
of London Festival concerts
when Richard was Artistic
Director.) I only took up
music seriously again at the age
of 14 and started learning the
piano with Ann Keenlyside,
Simon Keenlyside’s mother.
I was subsequently an alto
choral scholar at King’s
College, Cambridge under the
direction of Stephen Cleobury,
although I was probably the
last choral scholar to have been
elected by Philip Ledger.

“Many of you will already have known me
as the Organist’s ‘wife’...”

Coming down to London from
university, I was immersed in
the ‘depping’ world of London
churches and choirs, but tried
for the most part to
concentrate on consort and
solo work, being a founder
member of Polyphony, New
London Singers, and Opus
Anglicanum. I soon found
my regular Sunday Choir at
the Chapel Royal of St Peter
ad Vincula, HM Tower of
London, and was to stay there
for 16 years, the last 10 of
which as Master of Music.
This was a fabulously
enjoyable musical time
indulging in an eclectic
repertoire with “one of the
best choirs of its type”, and
overseeing recordings,

concerts, broadcasts (both BBC
Radio and BBC TV Songs of
Praise), and the commissioning
of a new organ. As a chapel
royal, it was a privilege from
time to time to have members
of the Royal Family in
attendance at services and
other ‘Tower’ occasions,
including a 50th anniversary
service commemorating VJ
Day attended by HM The
Queen. I left the Tower in 2004
as my other ‘professional’ life
took off somewhat literally.
Since then, I have established a
singing teaching practice and
am confident that there are no
examples of people who can’t
sing! I continue to take a few
pupils here in Worcester, so
please be in touch if you would

like some music ‘therapy’.
I still get to air my own voice
occasionally too, and you may
see me from time to time in the
back row of the Cathedral
Choir. However, I seem to
have found a new role as
accompanist to the Director
of Music when he gives song
recitals up and down the
county.
Recreating yourself after a
period of significant illness
has been a difficult challenge.
However, it has seemed a
natural step to offer myself as
the new Treasurer and I very
much hope to be of useful
service to the Friends and the
Cathedral over the coming
years.
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New Friends 2017

We are delighted to welcome the following new members:
Mr R James
Mr & Mrs S Owens
Mr R Burman
Mr J Gilpin
Mrs H Roxborough
Mrs R Broadbent
Mr J Pertwee
Revd S Butcher
Canon Dr J Hopkinson
Mr D Spink
Mr & Mrs R Knight
Dr & Mrs H Field
Miss A Thomas
Ms J Rogers
Mrs V Roberts
Dr M Thomas
Mrs L Niccolls
Mrs D Quinney
Mr A Martin
Mrs M Meller
Mr W & Mrs R Needham
Dr & Mrs Ziesler
Prof C Skelton
Mrs J Hood
Miss M Kenchington
Revd Canon & Mrs P Cross
Ms Guest & Mr Scattergood
Miss C Guest
Mrs E Baber

Mr M & Mrs S Nixon
Mr C & Mrs DA Richardson
Ms M Bissett
Mr C & Mrs L Farrer
Mr S Pickard
Mr & Mrs Parsonage
Mr & Mrs Shearburn
Mrs I Baggott
Mr S Duckhouse
D & JA Beasley
Mr M & Mrs S Nixon
Mr & Mrs Slawson
Mrs M Lougee
Mr K & Mrs A Marlow
Mr A Slater
Mrs J Johnson
Ms EA O’Rourke
Canon Richard & Dr C Heading
Mrs D Hopkin-Morgan
Mrs JA Hall
Mrs S Traiforos
Mr M O’Neill
Mrs P Holder
Mr J & Mrs M Prior
Mrs C Hutchings
Mrs A Heald
Mr C & Mrs C Harnett
Mrs B Albert
Lady J Miller

In Memoriam
The Trustees record with deep regret the deaths
of the following members:
Mr D Beacham
Mr C Brickell
Mr T Chitty
Mr S Driver-White
Mrs B Eggby
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Mrs P
Houlding
Mrs P Kemp
Mr E Long
Mr R Pugh

Mrs W Reade
Mr G Thomas
Mr J Simpson
Mrs M Short
Mr M Wall

Mr M Hollings
Dr M Bennett
Mr M & Mrs A Schellenberg
Dr S & Mrs C Pike
Mr I Foster
Sir Andrew & Lady McFarlane
Mrs V Yeomans
Mr & Mrs D Parker
Mrs JA Hall
Mr FN Smith
Mrs JA Fraser
Mr M Fenton
Mrs M Billings
Mr P Edgington-Powers
Dr D & Mrs Carter
Miss M Benson
Mrs M Stokes
Mrs P Cameron
Mr S Allsopp
Mr W Richardson
Ms H Catton
Mr P Huntingdon
Mr & Mrs B Barnett
Rev N Croake
Dr A Dawson
Mr K & Dr C Benz
Mrs S Macleod
Mrs R Tovey
Sir Peter and Lady Luff

From the Treasurer
Grants for the year ended 31st March 2017
ANNUAL GRANTS
Music grant
Chapter ‘administration’ grant
OTHER GRANTS
“Purely Bach” concert
Edgar Tower refurbishment

£
15,000
2,000
17,000
2,000
8,500
10,500
27,500

As foreshadowed in last year’s ‘The Shield’, grant
giving this year has therefore been more limited
owing to our reduced financial circumstances,
and is more closely aligned to our income from
subscriptions and investments.
We are aiming not to reduce our reserves further
in the short term, so this will mean restricting the
amounts we are able to give in grants to match our
income. We are, however, aiming to continue to
make grants where we are able to maximise our
impact, or get more bang for your buck, as it were.
It is likely that we will not be able to make any
further substantial grants until such time as we may
be fortunate enough to receive further legacies.
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The Friends of
Worcester Cathedral
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Patrons

The Lord Bishop of Worcester
The Right Reverend The Bishop of Dudley
The Archbishop of Birmingham

President

Lady Rosalind Morrison

Vice President

The Dean of Worcester

Trustees
and Executive
Committee

Mrs. Sue Carpenter (Chairman)
Mr. Stephen Tilton (Hon. Treasurer)
Mrs. Elayne Guest (Hon. Secretary)
The Dean of Worcester
Mrs. Joanna Brickell (2014-2017)
Mr. Peter Kendal (2014-2017)
Mr. Andrew McCrea (2016-2019)
Mr. David Thorpe (2014-2017)
Mrs. M. Renney (2014-2017)
Mr. David Newman (2015-2018)
Revd. Canon Brian Gant (2016-2019)

Council
Ex officio Members

President, Vice President, Chairman, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Secretary

Elected Members

2014-2017
2015-2018
Mrs. Jennifer Carter
Mr. Louis Schroeder*
Mrs. Angela Clarke
Revd. Canon Brian Gant
Mrs. Margaret Mack Smith Ms Julie Slack
Mrs. Margaret Renney
*serving a second term

Representative
Members

Mrs. Rosemary Hall, Guild of Embroiders
Dr. Peter Nardone, Director of Music
Mr. Richard Cook, Voluntary Choir
Mr. Russell Jones, Ministry of Welcome
Mrs. Susan Young, Bellringers
Mrs. Helen Cook, Flower Guild

The Friends of Worcester Cathedral
Registered Charity Number 517009

The Friends of Worcester Cathedral is a society of people of all ages who value Worcester Cathedral
and wish to contribute regularly towards its mission, maintenance, music and enhancement of its
beauty. They achieve this objective by contributing through their subscription, supporting fundraising events and giving time for activities associated with the Cathedral.
Subscription rates for membership
Individual annual subscription
£15
Joint annual subscription
£25
Individual life subscription for persons aged 60 plus £225
Joint life subscription for two persons aged 60 plus
£375
Corporate membership is open to companies and organisations such as PCCs or schools
Donations, in addition to the basic subscriptions, are most welcome. For tax payers,
completing a Gift Aid form (available from the Hon. Treasurer) increases the income
for the Friends of Worcester Cathedral.
Contact Details

Administrator
Address
Telephone
Email
Website
		
Office opening hours
		

Mrs Clare Stokes
8 College Yard, Worcester WR1 2LA
01905 732920 / 732900
friends@worcestercathedral.org.uk
www.thefowc.org.uk or
www.worcestercathedral.co.uk/Friends.php
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
9am–12noon

Leaving a Legacy
It would be wonderful if ‘Friends’ would consider leaving a
gift in their will so we are able to sustain our support for the
conservation of our beautiful Cathedral.
The bequest could be open ended to be used at the discretion
of the Trustees of the Friends of Worcester Cathedral or for a
particular purpose which would be stated within the legacy.
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