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“The more the history
of the sculpture
is researched,
the more significant
it becomes.”

The news in May that the National Lottery Heritage Fund
had approved the final stage of our application to convert the
Undercroft of College Hall into our new Learning Centre
was good news indeed. Final approval was based not only
on the plans for the building and our plans for further
developing our education programme, but also on the
success of our own fundraising for the project. In this the
commitment of the Friends to give £50,000 was an important
element. As you know, this is earmarked for work on the
‘Christ in Majesty’ sculpture in College Hall, to ensure that it
is not only conserved for future generations, but understood
better. The more the history of the sculpture is researched,
the more significant it becomes. Work on the Undercroft
began as soon as we had the green light from the Lottery
Fund, though necessarily much of it can only be carried out
in the school holidays. We look forward to the opening and
dedication of the new Learning Centre at the end of next
summer.
This phase of the Undercroft Project coincides with the
appointment of new members of our education team. Our
new residentiary canon, Dr Stephen Edwards (to be installed
on 15 September) will, among other duties, have overall
Chapter responsibility for the Cathedral’s education
programme. Ben Smith, our Director of Education, who
contributed so much to the Lottery Fund application, is
returning to school teaching, and at the time of writing this
article, the appointment of his successor is in hand.
The Undercroft Project has won the support and enthusiasm
of all parts of the Cathedral community, and much further
afield. The Friends have been at the heart of this. The
Friends, too, have supported other projects throughout the
year, not least the provision of a set of stoles to match the two
sets of copes that were introduced a couple of years ago.
For this, and for the other ways in which the Friends of the
Cathedral support the work of the Cathedral, I and my
colleagues of the Chapter are very grateful.
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From the Chairman

This year has been an
extremely busy one for the
Friends, and for the Officers.
I see that last year I wrote
about the 2017 AGM and the
changes that were approved to
the Constitution, including
the forming of the Friends
and Cathedral Representatives
Group. I am pleased to report
that this group still meets
regularly and continues to
share plans and information.
Two requests for grants were
initiated during these
meetings, by the Flower
Guild and by Richard Cook
on behalf of the Voluntary
Choir. These requests were
subsequently discussed with
Chapter, submitted to the
Executive and approved.
Moving on to the 2018
AGM, at that meeting a
member raised the question
of how the Friends assessed
4

the Value for Money that
resulted from the grants that
were awarded to the
Cathedral and Chapter.
This was raised again at a
subsequent Executive meeting
and as a result the Officers
have been working hard
considering this matter and
reviewing our grant giving
process to give transparency
and assurance in this matter.
This process has also involved
a review of the Friends’
objectives, and again drafts of
revisions to these have been
drawn up by the Officers and
presented to the Executive for
consideration. This process
has once again resulted in
amendments to the
Constitution, which I expect
to be presented for approval
at this year’s AGM.
Other administrative
matters that have kept the
Officers busy have included
issuing Friends with our
GDPR statement, processing
Gift Aid claims and
continuing to work with the
Cathedral on the Harlequin
database to ensure a sound
and compliant system.
The Friends have also had
a busy year of social and fundraising events, which Elayne
Guest, our Hon. Secretary, has
written about elsewhere in

this journal. Many of these
events have been in support of
the Undercroft Project, and in
particular, the conservation of
the mediaeval sculpture Christ
in Majesty in College Hall.
There is an article by Chris
Guy elsewhere in this edition
about the progress of the
project. Regarding the
sculpture itself we are told
that that ‘The Christ in Majesty
is a unique sculpture with a
fascinating history of
destruction and subsequent
conservation that will be
interpreted for visitors for the
first time in its history. Despite
the heavily mutilated sculpture,
the Majesty retains a
remarkable amount of fine
early polychrome giving enough
information to be able to
picture the piece in its full
decorative glory. The
conservation will greatly
enhance the appearance and
improve the legibility of the
Majesty and stabilise areas of
fragility. However, to help
people to appreciate fully the
magnificence of the sculpture
and its polychrome decoration,
interpretative materials will be
developed, explaining and
presenting its original
appearance’. I am pleased
and proud that the Friends
are playing such an important

part in this project, and I
thank everyone for their work
in supporting it.
I always conclude my
report by thanking the
Officers for their hard work
and support. This year,
though, I must first of all
report that Stephen Tilton,
our Honorary Treasurer,
announced early this year that
he was tendering his
resignation, to take effect from
July 2019. We are extremely
sorry to lose Stephen, who has
been a sound adviser, a great
support, and, perhaps most
importantly, a merry presence
in the office. Brian Davey
has agreed to act as interim
treasurer from April 2019 -

March 2020, and has been
working alongside Stephen
for several weeks. We are very
grateful to Brian for agreeing
to undertake this role for this
financial year, and we are
enjoying working with him.
However, we would like to
elect an Hon. Treasurer for
the longer term at the AGM
and I would ask any Friends
who feel they could fill this
role, or know of anyone who
might wish to do so, to put
themselves forward for
nomination. If elected, the
new Hon Treasurer could
either take over immediately,
or work with Brian until
March 2020 (in which case
Brian’s role as interim

Treasurer would also be
confirmed at the AGM). If no
nominations are received Brian
would be confirmed as interim
Treasurer and we would have to
advertise for a new Treasurer
to take over from April 2020.
So, finally, my thanks to
my fellow officers, Elayne
Guest, Stephen Tilton, Brian
Davey, our social committee
members, Liz Wright, Diana
Gant, Sue Thomas, Ann
Ashton, Margaret Renney,
the Executive and our
Administrator, Clare Stokes.
And especially I would like to
thank you, our Friends, for
your friendship, enthusiasm
and support throughout the
last year.
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Report From The Acting Director
of Music

The Undercroft
Project

Nicholas Freestone

Chris Guy, Worcester Cathedral Archaeologist
It was announced on 13th May
that the Cathedral had been
successful in its bid for
National Heritage Lottery
Funding to convert the
undercroft of College Hall into
an Education Centre and the
main contractor – Croft
Building and Restoration –
began their site set-up on 15th
May. The project is scheduled
to take just over a year to
complete. It will include the
installation of toilets in the
undercroft and a lift linking the
undercroft, the south cloister
and College Hall. There will
also be further investigation
into the sculpture of Christ in
Majesty in College Hall to get
a better understanding of its
significance and how best to
conserve and interpret it.
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In the development phase of
the project several trial holes
were dug in the undercroft.
These showed that there are no
foundations to the central
columns in the main space or to
the inner face of the outer walls!
As a result, the proposed scheme
to insert underfloor heating has
had to be modified to reduce the
depth of excavation. The aim is
to have a level floor throughout
the undercroft; this will involve
lowering an area of late 19th
century floor and raising
another area. The majority of
the new floor will be stone slabs
but in areas such as the toilets
terracotta tiles will be used
instead.
The main access to the
undercroft will be from the
south cloister, using the present

doorway to College Hall. The
steps up to College Hall will be
moved southwards to allow level
access to a new staircase down
to the undercroft and to the lift.
Fortunately for us, the vault of
the undercroft in this area
collapsed in 1880 and was
re-built in brick so no historic
fabric needs to be removed.
However, it will be interesting
to see if any early stonework
has been dumped on top of the
brick vault. It is already clear
that some medieval stones have
been used to block a doorway
that is to be re-opened and
further early stones may be
found in the creation of a
doorway in a post-medieval
wall to link the east and west
areas of the undercroft.
Externally there will be
improvements to the
landscaping to the south of
College Hall and repairs to the
windows and doors in the south
elevation of the undercroft.
New windows will be inserted
that open inwards. There
will also be excavations to link
the drainage from the new
toilets to the existing system.
A geophysical survey suggests
that there may be an earlier
building south of College Hall so
it will be very interesting to find
out if there really is, when it
might date from and what it was.

This has been a year of
transition for the Cathedral’s
music department, which began
with Dr Peter Nardone’s
departure at the end of August
2018. We are extremely grateful
to Dr James Lancelot, former
Organist and Master of the
Choristers at Durham
Cathedral, for all of his work
with the Cathedral Choir over
two terms as Interim Director
of Music. Samuel Hudson,
currently Director of Music at
Blackburn Cathedral, has been
appointed as Director of Music,
and will take up his post in
September 2019.
We began the year with
Ashley Wagner continuing in
the role of Organ Scholar, but
Ashley was soon appointed as
Assistant Head of Music at
Birmingham Cathedral, a
tremendous achievement and
one of which we are very proud.
We therefore welcomed Joshua
Roebuck, a fourth-year student
at Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire, to the
department in January, and we
have been grateful for all that
he has given us over his two
terms with us. We wish him
well as he moves to St Davids
Cathedral as Organ Scholar
from September 2019. Oliver
Chatham has been our Bass
Choral Scholar this year,
spending a gap year with us
before he begins studies at
Roehampton University.
We also say farewell to
Richard Cook, who has spent

four years in the music
department at Worcester, first
as Organ Scholar and then as
Sub-Assistant Organist. The
Voluntary Choir has flourished
under his stewardship, whilst
the Cathedral Choir has
benefitted from Richard’s
sensitive and stylish organ
accompaniment. We will all
miss Richard’s kindness,
musicianship and good humour
and we wish him well as he
moves to St Edmundsbury
Cathedral as Assistant Director
of Music.

“The boy choristers
were given the
opportunity to
perform with
The Sixteen”
During the summer holiday
we heard of the passing of Dr
Donald Hunt, Director of
Music between 1976 and 1996.
The Cathedral Choir sang for
both a Memorial Evensong,
held at Gloucester Cathedral,
and a Service of Thanksgiving,
held at Worcester Cathedral in
January. Both occasions
contained compositions that
were important to the life and
career of Dr Hunt, and the
Service of Thanksgiving
included a massed chorus,
made up of singers from many

of the choirs that Dr Hunt had
directed, including the
Worcester Festival Choral
Society. It was with great
sadness too, that we learned of
the death in February of his
wife Jo, whose own memorial
evensong was held in the
Cathedral on Mothering
Sunday.
The boy choristers were
given the opportunity to
perform with The Sixteen,
conducted by Harry
Christophers CBE, in a
performance of the Monteverdi
Vespers in February. Other
musical highlights have
included two orchestral
eucharists, in which the
Cathedral Choir have been
joined by instrumentalists from
the Musical and Amicable
Society.
As part of our continued
outreach programme, the
Cathedral Choir undertook
three diocesan visits over the
course of the academic year.
These are wonderful occasions
when the Cathedral Choir takes
their musical gifts into the
diocese to lead parish churches
in their worship.
We have run three Be a
Chorister for an Afternoon
recruitment events, and are
delighted that we will be
welcoming a number of new
boy and girl choristers into the
Cathedral Choir in September.
It is our wish to expand our
outreach and recruitment
programme in future years.
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Report from the Voluntary Choir
Richard Cook,
Sub-Assistant Organist

Bishop Hurd’s Library
at Hartlebury Castle
Chris Penney, Hurd Librarian

Worcester Cathedral Voluntary
Choir has enjoyed a strong
relationship with the Friends of
Worcester Cathedral, singing
for a fundraising concert in
October, amongst other things.
The Voluntary Choir is
unique in the UK; it is the only
boys’ and men’s choir of its
type, and it has been wonderful
to work with the choir over the
past two and a half years.
Recruitment is an ongoing
project; running a choir such as
the Voluntary Choir relies very
much on strength in numbers it is an institution that is in
essence a Parish Church Choir,
fortunate enough to sing in a
Cathedral on a weekly basis.
I established a successful
recruitment process for
choristers, which involves
visiting local schools, and
delivering a series of singing
workshops over consecutive
weeks. During the course of the
workshops, it becomes fairly
obvious which children would
be suitable for the choir, and
they are then invited to
participate in a Voluntary Choir
rehearsal. The number of boys
now stands at 16: I think that’
a healthy number for my
successor to build upon.
Recruiting for the back row
is an easier task; quite often,
former cathedral choristers, and
Voluntary Choir choristers will
move to sing one of the lower
voice parts once their voices
8

The Hurd Library is an
outstanding survival of the Age
of Enlightenment, founded in
1782 by Richard Hurd, recently
promoted by King George III
from the See of Lichfield to that
of Worcester. His predecessor,
Brownlow North had been
promoted to Winchester.

The Voluntary Choir, conducted by Richard Cook,
perform for the Friends in College Hall

have broken. Otherwise, it there
is a steady amount of interest
from outside parties: anyone
interested in joining the
gentlemen is subjected to a
simple audition.
Once boys are recruited the
hard work has to begin, and
much like the Cathedral Choir,
there are several areas we focus
on. The most important two are
singing technique and musical
training; developing a solid
grounding and technique is
something a boy will carry with
him for the rest of his life, and
the same can be said for the
work we do to ensure a boy
leaves the choir able to
understand and interpret music
to an almost professional
standard.

We are extremely grateful
to the Friends of Worcester
Cathedral for their generous
grant of £1000: this enables us
to continue the good work we
do in recruiting choristers from
deprived backgrounds,
providing them with an
education and offering
opportunities such as tours and
educational trips, and which
also enables us to purchase
music and robes amongst other
necessary items.
I feel extremely privileged to
have directed and developed
such a wonderful choir, and
know that the experience will
stay with me for the rest of my
career. I wish everyone at
Worcester Cathedral the very
best as I depart for pastures new.

Hurd was a Midlands lad, born
in Staffordshire in 1720. His
parents were farmers and not
well off, but they spent a good
deal on his education, sending
him to a good grammar school
and then to Emmanuel College,
Cambridge. After taking orders
he was awarded a college
fellowship and could well have
remained at Cambridge all his
life, had he not met William
Warburton (later Bishop of

The Hurd Library

Hartlebury Castle

Gloucester) who became his
friend and mentor and
encouraged him to pursue a
clerical career. Regular preaching
in London at Lincoln’s Inn
brought him to the notice of
George III, who greatly admired
him. Like the King, Hurd was a
keen collector of books,
beginning when he was only 17.

When Warburton died in 1779
Richard Hurd purchased his
large library and added it to his
own. On arrival at Hartlebury
he found there was no room
for it, so he had to build the
fine room which has now held
it for 236 years. The content is
extremely varied, reflecting
many aspects of eighteenth
century taste, and it contains
about 40 books from the
library of Alexander Pope.
From 2006, when it was
announced that the castle was
to be sold after the retirement
of Bishop Selby, it was under
threat of removal, but the
formation of the Hartlebury
Castle Preservation Trust in
2008, which won a large
Heritage Lottery grant in 2014,
ensured its survival in situ for
the foreseeable future - the
only example of an Anglican
bishop’s library still in the
room built for it.
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Friendship and

Generosity

Elayne Guest,
Honorary Secretary
It is true to say that the most
important aspect of our “raison
de etre”, as Friends of Worcester
Cathedral is to give support to
Chapter in order to preserve and
enhance our wonderful
Cathedral. This can be
demonstrated in a variety of
ways, namely by holding fund
raising events, encouraging
voluntary help in the form of
welcoming, guiding, flower
arranging, outreach within the
diocese and drawing attention to
the need for donations and
legacies. Our intention is to
meet these objectives by
improving our social network,
offering a variety of events to
suit everyone’s taste and
fulfilling the real meaning of the
word ‘Friendship’.
2018 was an amazing year with
so many Friends donating
money and time towards the
fund raising project to conserve
the Christ in Majesty Sculpture.
The princely sum of £7,130 was
raised from direct monetary
donations. We were also
extremely fortunate to receive
two legacies amounting to
£18,000. However, top of the list
in effort , must go to the
incredible amount of £7,000
10

Hartlebury Castle

raised by the Social Committee,
and individual Friends, from
events held in a variety of
settings. Here we have to say is
where the ‘Generosity’ comes in,
because events are only as good
as the people who organise them
and attend them. So an
enormous ‘Thank You’ to all
Friends who offer us so much
support as we strive to meet our
objectives.
So. for a quick review of events
which began in August with a
beautiful Summer Evening in
the Cathedral, when Mary
Arden Davies from the
Hartlebury Castle Conservation
Trust talked about the Bishops
of Worcester. The talk was
followed by a light buffet in the
Chapter House. To link up with
this subject a visit was arranged

to Hartlebury Castle in April
2019, where Mary once again
spoke about the Bishops
portraits in the Great Hall and
Penny Greenwood introduced
Friends to the famous Hurd
Library. We hired the very
splendid Hartlebury Parish Hall
and everyone enjoyed a soup
and sandwich lunch before
returning to the Castle to visit
the gardens and the Museum.
Our Annual Outing in
September took us to
Chillington Hall where the
current owner gave us a tour of
the State Rooms which was
followed by a most enjoyable
lunch in the dining hall in front
of a roaring fire. It was a wet
and rather miserable day! After
lunch a member of the Battle of
Worcester Society talked us

through the background of
Prince Charles escape to
Boscobel following the battle,
and we then proceeded to
Boscobel House to see where
he hid and the descendent of
the famous oak tree. Traffic and
rain apart it was a most
interesting day.
Next came another well attended
Annual General Meeting when,
after the business section,
Professor John Thornes gave a
talk entitled “The Skies of
Worcester and John Constable”.
Once again the Dean and Lynn
Atkinson hosted tea in the
Deanery before Festal Evensong.
October saw us spending an
enjoyable, if rather cold evening,
in College Hall looking at the
sculpture which is prompting so
much fund raising activity.
Richard Cook, Assistant
Organist and conductor of the
Voluntary Choir brought the
Vollers to sing and then played
a short organ recital. Chapter 8
performed some wonderful
songs and Joan Schmeising, a
valued Friend, played the violin
accompanied by John Wilderspin
on the piano. Delicious
‘Puddings and Punch’ were
enjoyed by all in the interval.
The Friends ate Christmas
Lunch, in the splendid setting
of the Assembly Room at the
Guildhall. The Mayoral regalia
was explained and Ivor Pond
played a wonderful selection of
music on the grand piano. We
will return there this Christmas
as we felt it was a very successful
event and good that we could all
be together in such a grand
setting.
So to 2019 and an ‘Evening with
Robin Walker’, MP for many of
our Friends living in Worcester.

He talked about his career and
what life is like in the Houses of
Parliament. Politics were
carefully avoided and everyone
enjoyed the cheese and wine,
and the social interaction.
Three member events
specifically for the Christ in
Majesty project must be
mentioned. In September 2018
John and Rosemary Allsop
opened their beautiful garden in
Fladbury for afternoon tea and a
piano recital by their son
Christopher. The weather was
kind and we were able to sit
outside, eat cakes and listen to
glorious music through the open
window. It was a truly
memorable occasion. In May
this year, our Chairman and her
husband organised a very
successful ‘Day of Bridge’, at
Hallow Parish Hall. Some serious
playing and good socialising
culminated in £710 being raised
towards the £50,000 target.
Finally there was the
midsummer event, organised by
the Liz and John Wright in the
Chapter House, at which seven
talented acts from the Cathedral
Community performed for an
audience of Friends and their
families. Everyone thoroughly

enjoyed a fish and chip supper
followed by ice cream whilst
trying to imagine what the
medieval monks would have
thought about what was
happening in their Chapter
House!
It is with enormous appreciation
that we acknowledge once again
the contribution of our Social
Committee, namely Sue
Carpenter, Ann Ashton, Diana
Gant, Margaret Renney, Sue
Thomas and Liz Wright without
whom these events would not
take place. Also a round of
applause to our faithful Friends
who support and attend these
occasions.

Liz Wright comperes
The Cathedral’s Got Talent

‘Evening with Robin Walker’
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Blind sons of Gentlemen:
Worcester College
for the Blind

Church Crawl 2019
David Thorpe

Brian Ferris
The foundation of a school for
blind boys in Worcester dates
back to 1866 when local
clergymen realised that there
was a need to educate the blind
sons of the wealthier citizens.
The sons of the poorer classes
were taught manual trades such
as basket-weaving so they could
earn their own living and thus
not be a burden on local ratepayers. But there was also a
need to educate those of the
better classes, to enable them to
fit into society and also for
employment as clergymen,
musicians or lawyers.
The Rev. Hugh Blair had been
teaching a blind boy, Norman
McNeile, in Liverpool. When
Blair accepted a post at the
King’s School, he brought
McNeile with him to finish his
education in his new post. At
first the Headmaster was not
keen to take on McNeille, but
was persuaded to agree to his
entering the school.
Blair soon made the
acquaintance of a retired
clergymen, William Taylor, who
lived in Worcester but had been
the head of the blind school at
York, and had much experience
in teaching the blind. With the
12

assistance of the Bishop, these
two gentlemen decided to found
a new school to educate blind
boys, and the school started at
the Commandery in 1866.
Within a couple of years they
were joined by Samuel Strong
Forster. Blair was then appointed
to the living of St. Martin’s, and
Forster became headmaster, a
post he occupied until his death
19 years later.
There was a need for specialist
equipment, particularly
embossed literature. At this time
nine systems of embossed type
were in use, but eventually braille
was adopted because it could be
both written and read by a blind
person. The other systems were
for reading only, but had the
advantage that some could be
read by sighted persons as well.
The school started with about
15 students, and was run as a
private venture. It was quickly
realised that some children from
the lower classes might benefit

from a good education, so
money was raised from local
Worcester citizens to support
such students. Boys were
educated up to University
entrance standard. Modern
subjects were taught, as well as
the customary Greek and
Latin, and there was much
emphasis on physical
education, because blind
children tend to be less active
than their sighted peers. Music
was a popular subject, and the
school formed a choir to sing
at the church of St. Michael in
Bedwardine, which was
situated close to the site of the
Lychgate.
The school was later set onto a
more formal administrative
footing and removed to Powick
in 1891. A large donation
enabled land to be purchased
and a new building constructed
in Whittington in 1902, and
this is where the school has
remained ever since.

This year Tim Bridges took us
to nearby churches. Some we
thought we knew, but Tim’s
expertise opened all our eyes a
little, and nowhere more than
at medieval Throckmorton
Chapelry, approached through a
field – and a sharp shower. The
walk emphasised its remoteness
– it is still lit by candles and oil
lamps. The Chapelry is a
subsidiary place of worship in
the parish of Fladbury.
Cropthorne Church’s roofline
spoke of a building which had
centuries of development. There
was a church here before the
Conquest. A ninth century
cross-head displayed in the
north aisle is well-preserved and
has exceptionally imaginative

“The school started with about 15 students,
and was run as a private venture.”
Tim Bridges talks to the Friends

carving. The main fabric of the
church comes from the twelfth
century with some fifteenth
century additions and changes.
There is a fragment of wallpainting though only an expert
can see much beyond the
cartoon-like figure of a man in
a cap. There are two sixteenth
century monuments.
It was lovely to be welcomed
at Pershore Abbey by Margaret
Goodrich. How splendid the
Abbey must have been before
the Dissolution! Now we have
only the old choir and transepts,
bought by the townsfolk. Thank
goodness the beautiful tower
was preserved – a gem inside
and outside. But it’s now difficult
to appreciate the immensely tall

A tall Norman arc
in Pershore Abbey

Norman arches round the
crossing, our view is so
foreshortened.
Over the porch-door at
Little Comberton is a Norman
carved tympanum with eight
whirligigs surrounding a cross.
What did they symbolise?Inside
I admired the Victorian carved
wooden reredos, showing St
Peter in two post-Resurrection
scenes.
Lastly we came to Elmley
Castle, yet another medieval
church, with some remnants
from the eleventh century.
The Coventry monument (1699
)is flamboyant, with all the
fashionable trappings for a rich
noble. The earlier Savage tomb
(1631) has three full-size effigies
and four sons as weepers
kneeling at the foot. The carving
is in alabaster by Samuel
Baldwin, and the quality and
detail of the carving and the
humanity in the presentation
of the figures are superb.
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‘The Festival of Five Priests’
Worcester and the Three Choirs Festival 1875

The tomb of Lord Dudley in the Lady Chapel of Worcester Cathedral

Brian Davey
These days any mention of the
‘Three Choirs Festival’ brings to
mind a week-long celebration
of music in all its forms, where
world-class orchestras and
soloists combine with local
choral societies in the
performance of works sacred,
secular, and sometimes profane!
Organ recitals, chamber
concerts, song recitals, lectures,
concerts for children, choral
services, Shakespearian plays,
madrigals and glees at late night
concerts, to say nothing of the
amply supplied catering tents
and pop-up craft beer outlets,
all vie for the attention of those
who, locally and from around
the world, delight in attending
this, the oldest of all music
festivals in the UK.
14

Not so in 1875! In that year the
experience at Worcester was
very different indeed, and it
marked a low point in the
history of the festival. No
secular music was performed,
no orchestras or soloists
engaged, no platforms erected
in the cathedral. Music was
restricted to choral services,
only 60 people attended the
opening service, and the
festival ‘went ahead in an
atmosphere of civic gloom and
anger’. A debate about the
propriety of holding large scale
music festivals, including
secular works, in cathedrals
had been ranging for some time
and brought to a head by an
offer to the Dean and Chapter

by Lord Dudley of £10,000
toward the restoration of the
cathedral on condition that the
festival should not be held in
there. The offer was rejected,
and Dudley’s offer reduced to
£5,000, with a further £5,000
to be raised by public
subscription, (a sum which
was exceeded) but with the
expectation by the subscribers
that the festival would be held
in the cathedral, and so the
battle lines were drawn.
Local and national newspapers
carried much strongly-worded
correspondence from both
sides of the argument,
pamphleteers had a heyday
selling extensive arguments for
or against the usual festival in

the cathedral for two-pence, sixpence or one shilling, Queen
Victoria was petitioned ‘by the
whole adult population of
Worcester’ and earlier, the City
Council of Gloucester, fearful
that similar restriction might be
imposed there, ‘resolved that
this council deprecates
acceptance of an offer calculated
to prevent the continuance of
these highly valued festivals’.
A handbill widely circulated
claimed that ‘fulmination...
against millinery, admission by
ticket and profanation by
hireling song’ would lead to a
festival of ‘a band of priests in
petticoats’. Another pamphlet
supported the view that the
cathedral could not allow itself
‘to be turned into an opera
house, with box, pit and gallery
prices’. By contrast, asking the

became known as the ‘Black
Festival’, ‘Mock Festival’, ‘Sham
Festival’ or, as the title of this
piece suggests, ‘The Festival of
Five Priests’, a name given by
an anonymous ‘Layman’ who
published a pamphlet in
Hereford attacking the Dean
and Chapter’s inability to
manage any festival without
lay support, and calling into
question their musical
knowledge and judgement.
During the 1875 ‘festival’, six
choral services were sung over
three days, with settings of the
morning and evening canticles
by Attwood, Mendelssohn,
Smart, Walmisley and Wesley
and, as resolved by the clergy
earlier in the year, ‘a series of
anthems with organ
accompaniment only’ by
Greene, Handel, Mendelssohn,

“During the 1875 ‘festival’, six choral services
were sung over three days, with settings of the
morning and evening canticles”
question ‘ought a music
festival... be held in a cathedral
or in a hall used for secular
purposes’ the author comments
‘I unhesitatingly say – in the
cathedral’, and there follows
sixteen pages justifying that
view. Dean Yorke and the
Chapter were unmoved by any
argument, even those which
related to the economic
importance of the festival to the
town, with one of their
supporters commenting that
‘the tradesmen with an extreme
greediness of gain, hang out
black flags’. And so it was that
the 1875 festival quickly

Ousley and Spohr. It might be
regarded by some as a very safe
programme of standard works,
but even so ‘the rendering of
the music, especially the solo
parts, met with some caustic
remarks from many critics.’ To
be fair, some part of the festival
must have been successful in
attracting people, as the money
raised for charitable purposes
from donations and collections
amounted to over £1,400.
Many who attended the 1875
festival pessimistically believed
they were witnessing the death
of the Three Choirs Festival,
and attended ‘as mourners at

the obsequies of the Worcester
festival’, a theme which was
taken up by the press. In
October 1875, The Town
Crier, Birmingham, published
an ‘obituary’ in the form of a
poem entitled ‘In Memory of
the Worcester Music Festival –
Died September 1875’, which
was also published in the
Worcestershire Chronicle:
its final lines are
Weep, Worcester, weep
Thy lyric glory’s gone
No more, alas, to be
Till Dean and Chapter
All translated are
Into that silent see.
Luckily, it proved to be a false
prophecy, and by the time the
festival returned to Worcester
in 1878 Bishop Philpott had
negotiated a skilful
compromise with the Dean
and Chapter to overcome
some of their misgivings.
Some parts of the cathedral
were to be kept for free access,
tickets were to be sold
‘discreetly’, and as far as
possible the normal life of the
cathedral undisturbed.
Orchestra and soloists were
engaged, a broader range of
music performed, and
agreement reached that every
concert should be opened with
prayer, a practice which has
been maintained to the
present day. The festival was in
recovery. Bishop Philpott
preached a sermon which was
‘generally recognised as a
model of conciliation’ and as a
guarantee that Worcester
would ‘still play an important
part in the musical life of
England’, and so it has, and
long may it continue to do so.
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Group Reports
Worcester Cathedral Guild
of Bellringers
Mark Regan, Ringing Master
The Cathedral Guild of Bellringers are a highly
skilled team who voluntarily give their time and
talents to the Cathedral. We are internationally
recognised for our work teaching bellringing and
leading change in our ringing world.
We built the first Teaching Centre for Bellringing
in the world in 2008. Using dumbbells linked to
computers, the physical experience of ringing
bell is linked to a perfect ringing environment for
the pupil.
The Friends of Worcester Cathedral kindly gave
us financial support for our recent computer and
software upgrade. We would like to say a
heartfelt thank you to the Friends for their
generosity. We have inspired the development
and installation of the next Teaching Centres at
Adelaide Cathedral and St Peter Mancroft in
Norwich.
The Guild comprises 40 ringers of all ages.
We ring every Sunday morning, most Monday
evenings and at other times for special occasions.
Our young ringers regularly enter a national
youth contest which this year was held in
Liverpool on 6 July.

The peal board for the Great War 100th anniversary
with the artist and Councillor Adrian Gregson
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Church bells are the biggest and loudest musical
instruments. The Cathedral’s bells are the fifth
heaviest in the world. Replacing a peal cast in
1870, the bells were cast at Taylor’s of
Loughborough in 1928 as a Great War memorial.
Much of the cost was paid by clergy who had lost
their sons in the War. The new bells were first
rung on Armistice Day 1928.
On 11 November 2018 we rang a special peal to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of
the Great War. We are the only church with an
‘harmonic minor ten’. Rung half-muffled on Good
Friday, Armistice and Remembrance Days and
New Year’s Eve, their haunting sound reminds the
living of their mortality and is the call of the dead
to be remembered.
There are 16 ringing bells in the tower and the
biggest weighs 48cwt. Our bells are regarded as
one of the finest peals. A new bell cast by
Westley’s – the new English Bellfoundry – was
installed in February 2018.
If you would like to meet the bellringers and
watch us ring, please get in touch with me.

The Cathedral ‘Volunteers’
Russell Jones, Volunteers’ representative
on both ’The Friends Representatives
Committee’ and ‘The Cathedral
Community Committee’
As the Volunteers’ representative on these two
committees, it is very clear to see how important
the Friends are to the Cathedral in funding many
of the smaller projects that might not be done
without the aid from the Friends. The Volunteers,
who are at the sharp end in dealing with visitors,
are often able to point out to the Friends particular
needs that might be met and possibly in part be
funded by the Friends.
At this Cathedral, we have a large band of
Volunteers giving their own time to welcome
visitors, steward at concerts and services, give

guided tours around the building and many other
areas of expertise. It is the joint effort between the
staff, clergy, Friends and volunteers that keeps the
Cathedral running smoothly.
Welcoming and guiding at the Cathedral is a very
rewarding occupation and can occupy as few or as
many hours as you wish. When I started ten years
ago, I was still working and only able to do a few
hours at weekends. When I retired, I was then able
to participate in the life of the Cathedral a lot more.
Many of our retired Volunteers find it an amazing
place to meet new people every day, both in fellow
Welcomers and in the numerous visitors coming to
the Cathedral . You never know who you are going
to meet or talk to and I always remember a few
years ago, being asked by an older guy and a young
lad where the Duke of Hamilton was buried.
I rolled back the carpet in front of the High Alter
and told them all about him. The older guy then
turned to me and said “Oh, by the way, this lad is
the new Duke of Hamilton, he has just succeeded
to the title” !!!
It doesn’t matter how old you are, there are always
places for Welcomers at the Cathedral and then if
you are interested , there are possibilities to
progress to guiding and showing people round.
We have around 80 Welcomers at the moment and
some 35 Guides, but are always trying to recruit
more as the number of visitors and booked tours
is increasing year by year.
Please contact the office if you are interested in
helping with this very important part of Cathedral
life and you will be made very welcome.

Flower Guild
Helen Cook
The Worcester Cathedral Flower Guild continues
to produce fresh flower displays every week in
various parts of the Cathedral. It is becoming
increasingly difficult to raise enough money to
cover the cost of flowers, oasis etc. and this year
we approached The Friends for support.

A generous
donation of
£850 was given
and several
Friends also
gave personal
donations
which were
much
appreciated.
When
choosing
flowers each
week we try to
use colours
to depict the
Church’s calendar, for example, at Pentecost we
would use reds and oranges to represent the fire
of the Holy Spirit , and at Harvest we would use
seasonal flowers, seed heads, fruit and vegetables.
Last year we were given flowers grown by Roots
Farm Shop who are part of ” Flowers from the
Farm”. We like to use British flowers whenever
possible, but we have to be selective as often garden
flowers do not last long once picked. Another
aspect which is difficult is that the flower foam we
use to create the shape of our designs is a non-biodegradable product, so we are trying to reduce the
amount we use, whilst hoping that Oasis will soon
produce a more environmentally friendly option.
We very much enjoy doing designs for Weddings
and Funerals and this year, for the first time, we
produced the arrangements for a wedding in the
Crypt which was a beautiful setting.
The Guild is preparing for special event to be held
on Saturday 24th of August, from 10am to 4pm, in
the Cathedral. It is called a Flower Power Day, and
will be like an indoor country fair, with something
for children and adults to see and do, including
competitions, interesting talks and demonstrations,
floral exhibits, crafts and food items. We hope you
will join us on that day,
If anyone is interested in joining the Guild please
email me: helenjcook@hotmail.co.uk
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New Friends 2019

In Memoriam

We are delighted to welcome the following
new members:

The Trustees record with deep regret the
deaths of the following members:

Mr & Mrs M Parker
Mrs M Millbery
Mr A Dyson
Mrs W Temple
Mr & Mrs G Carter
Dr P Lawson
Mr A Coupe
Mrs J Brumhead
Ms H O Carroll
Mr R Atkin
Ms S & Mrs C Mawditt
Ms T Peters
Mr & Mrs C Parker
Mr P Russell
Mr A Keener
Mr P Avis
Mr KI Allen

Miss D Hopkins-Morgan
Mr C Richardson
Mr A Grey
Mrs G Follett
Miss D Rutter

Mr B Cooper
Mr R M Brunt
Mr M Garner
Mrs T W Jenkin-Jones

Mr B Edwards
Mrs J Hunt
Mr G Pearse
Dr C Elliott
Mr A Russell-Jones

From the Treasurer
Grants for the year ended 31 March 2019
When I was appointed Hon Treasurer nearly three
years ago, not a few ‘Friends’ expressed to me the
hope that the Friends might be able to expand the
remit of their giving and be more proactive in
considering grant-giving opportunities for the
benefit of the Cathedral more widely. This will be
the last of my reports in The Shield as, by the time
you read this, I will have stepped down from the
position of Hon Treasurer. Nevertheless, I hope
you will agree with me that over the past few years,
the Friends have indeed been able to give grants
more widely within the cathedral community, a
trend which I hope will continue, together with
greater accountability and transparency.
During this past financial year, excepting the usual
grants towards the cathedral music and Chapter
‘administration’ costs (£15,000 and £2,000
respectively), the Friends have supported the
cathedral in the following ways (all amounts
subject to independent verification):
The Friends fund-raising efforts continue in
respect of the Christ in Majesty sculpture, and
with a further fifteen months or so to go, it looks
highly likely that we will achieve our target.

Summer
By Rosemary Orr
a member of the Friends
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank my
fellow officers, Sue Carpenter and Elayne Guest for
their energetic commitment to and work for the
Friends, and for their personal support during my
tenure. Thanks also to Clare Stokes in the office,
and to Brian Davey for providing an invaluable
interim stop-gap.
ANNUAL GRANTS
Cathedral Music Grant
Chapter ‘administration’ grant

£
£15,000
£2,000
£17,000

OTHER GRANTS
Bellringers IT kit
Voluntary Choir
Flower Guild
Clergy stoles to match the Copes
WCCA – choir tour to Nantes
Cathedral Christmas Tree Festival
Embroiderers Guild

£1,500
£1,000
£875
£700
£500
£50
£27
£4,652
£21,652

Sitting in the brick surfaced courtyard
wearing an elegant hat
I eat fruit cake with tea.
It’s summer in Windmill Close
scented cream roses cluster along
our bungalow’s latticed window
their perfume is intoxicating.
Now gulls swoop over rooftops
in conversation squealing
then disappear into the blue-freckled sky.
Dozing I dream of the Malvern Hills
while inside Elgar’s music plays on
as I continue to cherish early evening sun.
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The Friends of
Worcester Cathedral
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Patrons

The Lord Bishop of Worcester
The Right Reverend The Bishop of Dudley
The Archbishop of Birmingham

President

Lady Rosalind Morrison

Vice President

The Dean of Worcester

Trustees and
Executive
Committee

Mrs. Sue Carpenter (Chairman)*
Mr. Stephen Tilton
(Hon. Treasurer, until July 2019)
Mr. Brian Davey
(Interim Hon. Treasurer,
April 2019- March 2020)
Mrs. Elayne Guest (Hon. Secretary)*
The Dean of Worcester
Mrs. Joanna Brickell (2017-2020)*
Mr. Peter Kendal (2017-2020)*
Mr. Andrew McCrea (2016-2019)*
Mr. David Thorpe (2017-2020)*
Mrs. M. Renney (2017-2020)*
Mr. David Newman (2018-2021)
Revd. Canon Brian Gant (2016-2019)
Ms. Julie Slack (ex officio)
Mrs. Susan Young (ex officio, until June 2019)
Ms. Linda Pitts (ex officio, from June 2019)
*serving a second term

Representatives

Mrs. Rosemary Hall, Guild of Embroiderers
Dr. Peter Nardone, Director of Music
(until August 2018)
Mr. Richard Cook, Voluntary Choir
Mr. Russell Jones, Ministry of Welcome
Mrs. Susan Young, Bellringers
Mrs. Helen Cook, Flower Guild
Dr. David Morrison, Library
Mr. James Prior, Vergers
Mr. Ben Smith, Education
Mr. Darren Steele, Stonemasons
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The Friends of Worcester Cathedral
Registered Charity Number 517009
The Friends of Worcester Cathedral is a society of people of all ages who value Worcester
Cathedral and wish to contribute regularly towards its mission, maintenance, music and
enhancement of its beauty. They achieve this objective by contributing through their
subscription, supporting fund-raising events and giving time for activities associated with
the Cathedral.
Subscription rates for membership
Individual annual subscription
£15
Joint annual subscription
£25
Individual life subscription
£225
Joint life subscription for two persons
£375
Corporate membership is open to companies and organisations such as PCCs or schools
Donations, in addition to the basic subscriptions, are most welcome. For tax payers,
completing a Gift Aid form (available from the Hon. Treasurer) increases the income
for the Friends of Worcester Cathedral.
Contact Details

Administrator
Address
Telephone
Email
Website
Office opening hours

Mrs Clare Stokes
8 College Yard, Worcester WR1 2LA
01905 732920 / 732900
friends@worcestercathedral.org.uk
www.thefowc.org.uk
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
9am–12noon

Leaving a Legacy
It would be wonderful if ‘Friends’ would consider leaving a
gift in their will so we are able to sustain our support for the
conservation of our beautiful Cathedral.
The bequest could be open ended to be used at the discretion
of the Trustees of the Friends of Worcester Cathedral or for a
particular purpose which would be stated within the legacy.
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